Sermon Manuscript

Text: Luke 10:38-42

Written and preached by Garrett Alford

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary

July 21, 2013

Faith Lutheran Church – Radcliff, KY

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

TEXT:    Luke 10:38-42

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”

41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, dear brothers and sisters,


You've all seen this kind of movie. The main character, he bounces from one potential love to another. He keeps falling for the wrong girl, the girl who won't make him happy for the rest of his life. Each relationship fails, and lies in smoldering ruins. Except he didn't realize that, his best friend, she was there all along, waiting for him to realize that finally falling for her would save him from his troubled romantic history. This relationship can last. Spiritually, we can be just as blind as that man, not recognizing the opportunity that we have to embrace the words of Jesus, who is always right in front of us. Because of what we hear from Jesus, in God's Word, we CHOOSE THAT GOOD PORTION because it saves us from trouble and because it will never be taken away.


So there was Jesus, traveling from the north end of Canaan, where he grew up, down south to Jerusalem where he would soon be crucified. This was the final journey. He would not be with his disciples for much longer in the way that they had grown accustomed. There just wasn't much time left. Yet Jesus didn't keep his nose down. The shortest distance from Point A to Point B may be a straight line, but Jesus disregarded that course. Instead, Jesus wandered from town to town, house to house, to be with people. So Jesus found himself in the town of Bethany.


Martha heard news that Jesus was in town and welcomed him, and probably many of his disciples, too, into her home. She knew the importance of being a good hostess, warmly welcoming Jesus. “Everyone needs food? Sure, let me prepare a supper.” Martha understood that this Jesus of Nazareth was an important guy. So she should would honor him with her service.


While Martha was running around finding ways to serve, Mary just sat there, at Jesus' feet. Martha noticed. She sought to rebuke Mary, not by her own words, but through Jesus, who surely was a sensible man. Yet this sensible man also needed a rebuke, as he was keeping Mary from the service which she obviously needed to render.


It is at this point that Jesus saw Martha's service, and saw that it was ill-placed. “Martha, Martha.” What she was concentrating on was making her anxious and troubled.


Sure, it made her anxious and it troubled her, but we can understand where she was coming from, right? Jesus was the one person that everyone had been talking about for the last three years. He was the one performing miracles all throughout Judea and beyond. Imagine that you get a letter in the mail. This letter says that you are to host a foreign ambassador or head of state, like the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. You checked the letterhead and everything, this is a legitimate letter. You would work day and night until the Prime Minister arrived. Everything would have to be perfect. And Martha didn't have a head of state coming to visit, she had the Son of God.


Think of the opportunity that Martha had to listen to Jesus. We too have that opportunity. But do we recognize the blessing that it is to listen to Jesus? Do we find security in the heavenly words which He speaks? Instead, we concentrate on, and ultimately worry about, our worldly problems. Instead of listening to Jesus, you and I look at the long list of duties at work or chores at home. We get up early because we have to shower and get ourselves looking good for work or school. We rush to where we spend most of our day. When the work day ends, we barely have time to fill up the gas tank, make it home, fix dinner, watch the TV show that we just need to see, maybe get a little bit of exercise in, and finally get an unhealthy amount of sleep before the next day starts everything over again. We think that it is up to us to take care of everything. What a burden! We are just like Martha, who thought that she could make things right for herself through her own deeds. As Jesus pointed out, Martha had the opinion that she could take care of everything on her own. But all our righteous acts are like filthy rags. Some of us go a step beyond Martha, becoming workaholics, and avoiding the many material blessings that God has given us. We trade in our friends for punched time cards. We trade in our families for paychecks. And those of us who come to the conclusion that our service is pointless decide that we might as well just be lazy. Both extremes, fanaticism for work and laziness stem from being too worried about our worldly problems.


And we are not worried enough about our status before God. We are not worthy to listen to Jesus. We do not deserve to sit at His feet. This is because we are turned inward, not toward God. We show a lack of love for God. Have you been entirely faithful to God? Have you held him as first in your heart at every instant? Have you always stood up for His name? Do you deserve to sit at Jesus' feet? We are turned inward, not toward other people. We show a lack of love for others. Have you been completely generous? Have you been entirely truthful? Have you never hated someone so much that you just wanted to hurt them? Do you deserve to sit at Jesus' feet? Is there some other sin which you are harboring? Do you think that you can deny it or that God will not see it? Jesus was well aware of that sin, that sin that nags at your conscience. He knew all about that sin when He suffered for it on the cross.


But he did suffer on the cross for all of these sins. By living a perfect life and suffering the death that should have been ours, Jesus makes us worthy to sit at Jesus' feet. He loved His Heavenly Father, doing what He commanded when we did not. Jesus loved all people when he took all sins for all time upon himself. That secret sin, Jesus died to free you of its guilt and punishment. Jesus took our punishment. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, that in him we might become the righteousness of God. All this is from God. There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.


The redemption that is found in Jesus puts our worldly worries, then, into the proper perspective. For instance, we now have the bread of life. So we do not need to worry about physical bread. Jesus knows that we have needs. Jesus wants to help us in our need. When He walked on earth as a man He provided people with food. He healed people of their diseases. He lifted some from death to yet more earthly life. Jesus showed his desire to help us, both in earthly ways and spiritually, ultimately by what He did for us on the cross. Jesus wants to relieve us of our burden. We can place all of our worries on the cross. And we know that when we do so, it is taken care of. He has saved us from trouble. Because of what He did, we desire Him. We CHOOSE THE GOOD PORTION. You are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needful. Like Mary, you can find rest from your worries by sitting at the feet of Jesus.


Jesus had rebuked Martha: “you are worried and upset about many things.” Jesus had no rebuke for Mary. Yet given the situation at that time one might have expected Jesus to rebuke Mary. She was acting suspiciously. She was a woman sitting right by Jesus. In first century Judea, a woman would have been expected to let the men sit in the important positions. And how exciting to sit right at the feet of Jesus. Those curious about Jesus would have assumed that privileged men would have the honor of sitting at His feet. Mary had the audacity to run to the front of the line.


Jesus didn't rebuke Mary. Jesus wanted Mary to receive the benefit of being with Him. And what was being with Jesus like for Mary? It was listening to Him. It was hanging on His every last word. It was taking in everything which He taught.. It was finding relief in the sweet words of His gospel. Mary saw that everything else in that house was nothing compared to Jesus. All those other things would pass.


It's like a pastor getting ready for church. That pastor might buy a nice robe, get a new hair cut, get his teeth whitened. He might get voice lessons so that he isn't off key during the liturgy. He might make sure that his children are going to listen in the pew to their mother's direction. He might proofread every word in the church bulletin. While these things are important, what is of most importance? What must he concentrate on? He wants to reap a spiritual harvest, so he makes sure that He preaches the Word of God faithfully. He wants a response from his listeners. And he wants that response in their hearts to stick. So faithful preaching is most important in that pastor's weekly preparations.


Not all people are called to be pastors. You may be called to be something totally different. But the question is still: what is most important in your life? In what do you put your hope? Is your hope found in the day that you make your last mortgage payment? Or is it that there is nothing quite as good as the prospect of retirement? Do you think that you just need to get married and have two-point-five children and then you will be happy?


The things that this world has to offer will be taken away. In fact, the whole world will be taken away. Jesus said, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.” And he said, “Heaven and earth, the whole universe, will pass away.”


The end of the world will be like a horrible storm. But in the middle of that storm stands the unshakable Jesus. He stands as our rock. We can stand on the foundation that Jesus has laid. How do we stand on that foundation? Listen to what Jesus says. Take to heart His gospel message. Jesus will never be taken away from us. The promises which He has given to us, to always be with us, to take us with Him into the paradise of heaven, these promises will never be taken away from us. We read His words again: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” What we have received by faith in Jesus will never be taken away. So we want to listen to what He has to say. We sit at His feet. We CHOOSE THE GOOD PORTION.


The movie is over. He finally found the right girl and takes her to be his bride. It's wonderful! There is resolution! But we have something better. We have Jesus. Let us appreciate what we have in Him and look to Him every day, as he takes us to be His bride. For what we have in Jesus truly does save us from trouble and will never be taken away.

Now to him who is able to establish you by the gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, ... to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ!

